MIMICRY

make imitation successful when he is called upon to perform a
role in situations that were not actually observed by him in real
life, especially when one has to perform the role of a character
in the Puranas or that of a mythological hero. He may derive
some inspiration from Ravi Varma's portraits or Michael Angelo's
works hut he is largely left to his own intellectual resources and
capacity for imagination. Acting becomes powerful when
imitation is reinforced by imagination.

Imitation of sounds is in itself a source of entertainment.
When the artiste successfully imitates the noises made by birds
and beasts and the voices of different people including men and
women, the performance produces humour. Humour is not a
make-shift quality for leisure hours but has substantial value in
our moral development. It has anti-septic qualities. Imitation of
the voices of great men, popular leaders, actors and singers has
great entertainment value. This process of successful
reproduction of the words and speeches of well-known people
not only proves the skill and talent of the artiste but helps in
deflating the ego of some vainglorious persons who think that
they are unique personalities and that no one can imitate their
speech and performance. It gives additional publicity to really
great men who have cultivated humility. The artistic range of
imitation includes even the copying of the minute sounds of
musical instruments and even natural sounds like the fall of rain,
the gurgle of a stream, the hiss or whisper of the wind and the
trample of horse's hooves. In fact, I have seen Venumadhav doing
all these plus multi-acting. He could even reproduce the subtle
sound of the uncorking of a bottle! Sky is the limit for the
possibilities of such imitation of sounds. It may sound paradoxical
but it is true that imitation at the highest level is creative genius.

The dictionary meaning of mimicry is imitation and to
provoke laughter in the process. This art has great potentialities.
It combines education with entertainment. It can be practical
aid to teaching when it quickens learning by building bridges
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